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WHAT IS SAFEGUARDING?

Every human being has a value and dignity which we as Catholics acknowledge as coming
directly from God's creation of male and female in his own image and likeness. This implies a
duty to value all people and therefore to support them and protect them from harm.

In the Catholic Church this is demonstrated by the provision of carefully planned activities for
children, young people and adults; supporting families under stress; caring for those hurt by abuse
in the past; ministering to and managing those who have caused harm.

It is because of these varied ministries that we need to provide a safe environment for all which
promotes and supports their wellbeing. This will include carefully selecting and appointing those
who work with children, young people or vulnerable adults and responding robustly where
concerns arise.

The main Government guidance setting out duties and responsibilities for all agencies and
organisations who work with Children and Families is “Working Together to Safeguard Children’
which was published by the Department for Education and Skills in April, 2006; it provides
guidance under the Children Acts 1989 and 2004.

‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ refers directly to Faith Communities and sets out the
responsibilities and expectations of all churches and faith communities in safeguarding children
and promoting their welfare.

It recognises that churches provide a wide range of services for children; and that religious
leaders, staff and volunteers have an important role in safeguarding and supporting children and
families.

Children may be in need of protection from abuse or maltreatment in their own home or in other
environments including the church itself. Wherever a child is at risk or concerns are raised about
a child, all adults have a duty to act to safeguard that child and promote his or her welfare.

The need to safeguard children is not confined to any particular age group or groups in the
community and all concerns should be responded to equally, always bearing in mind that the
welfare of the child is paramount.

In all research and in reviews where a child has died or been seriously injured as a result of abuse,
the same messages to all organisations come back time and again — namely, the importance of
adults responding promptly to concerns, listening to children with respect and most importantly,
communicating effectively with one another within and between organisations and agencies.



