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DIOCESAN YOUTH COUNCIL

Minutes of the 27th meeting held at the White House, Poringland, 

on Sunday 28th September 2008
PRESENT (14 members)
Heidi Barham, Arlene Bennett, Charlotte Dore, Lizzy Entwistle, Grace Garside, Paul Gorzelak, Joe Howard, Katie Johnston, Joe Millyard, Poppy Nobes, Leah Richards, Harriet Saunders, Sarah Smart and Timothy Tittensor, with Hamish MacQueen and Bishop Michael.

APOLOGIES: apologies were received from Daniel Millyard, Ciaran O’Kane, Claire Wiseman and Piotr Wygnanski (and taken for granted from others who cannot come because they are now at college or university).
WELCOME: four new members were warmly welcomed to the DYC: Charlotte Dore (Newmarket), Paul Gorzelak (Bury St Edmunds), Joe Howard (St James, Ipswich/UEA) and Timothy Tittensor (Huntingdon).

Bishop Michael highlighted the important role of the Diocesan Youth Council, to work with Hamish MacQueen and himself as the key planning and decision-making body regarding diocesan youth events.  In this, the experience, wisdom and practical support of the Diocesan Youth Commission are much appreciated.
REVIEW OF SUMMER 2008
Members looked back over events since April 2008, partly with a mind to looking ahead to the programme for 2009.
· 5th annual Hobble with the Bishop (Sunday 18th May)
Although this has always been enjoyed by those who attend, the numbers have remained small, and it has never taken off as a diocesan event.  It was agreed to discontinue this event after five years.
· Half-Term Youth Event: Go-Karting in Ipswich (Friday 30th May)  
This had been a success, with around 20 young people attending. It was agreed to repeat the event next year, although perhaps at a different venue (e.g. Swaffham).
· Bishop Kike’s Visit (9th-16th June)

Bishop Kike from our twin diocese in Cambodia visited East Anglia in June, and spent an enjoyable 
evening with Diocesan Youth Council members.
· The Big One (29th June)
This had once again been a success, although the numbers of young people attending had been much the same as last year (about 80); we had hoped that numbers would increase over the years.  There remains the challenge as to how best to ‘grow’ this event, including better posters and other publicity.  As so often, the key is to have someone in each parish who encourages and facilitates local involvement in such events.  The Millyard family, and members of the Diocesan Youth Commission, were especially thanked for their involvement. 
· World Youth Day (5th-23rd July)
Many DYC members had been to World Youth Day in Sydney. There will be other opportunities for reflection and review, but comments made at the meeting included: 
· The Preparation Days had been good, and the overnight gathering went well.  Perhaps more needs to happen nearer Norwich.

· The coach pick-ups worked very well, and the trip to Heathrow went smoothly.

· Townsville was great!  Many thanks to Bishop Michael the Taller and his team.
· Mini-crises during the visit were well-handled, without disrupting the group.

· The leadership structure needs reviewing: what are the precise duties of leaders and assistant leaders?  What people should be given leadership roles? Did some take their perceived authority too far?

· Thumbs up to Barbara Warwick!  And to Hamish!
· In some parishes, WYD could have been better and earlier advertised: a leaflet similar to the annual one for Taizé might be good for Madrid.
· Taizé 2008

Despite World Youth Day, the biggest diocesan group so far went to Taizé in August, 25 altogether including a good number of first-timers.  Ideally there should be a Preparation Day beforehand somewhere central in the diocese.  We are hoping to have a video of this year’s pilgrimage, to use as a ‘plug’ for next year. 
· Lourdes 2008


A good group of young helpers from St Mary’s School, Cambridge, and other places, as well as the children 
and young people from the Glanfield Group, were in Lourdes at the end of August with the Catholic 
Association Pilgrimage. This is an important youth event each year.
· DYC Paintballing & Retreat  (30th/31st August)
The largest group so far (13 members plus Hamish and Bishop Michael) took part in the DYC overnight retreat at the White House.  The theme was ‘Living our Confirmation’. It ended with the usual full Sunday roast!

In the light of the above discussion, the following diocesan events for agreed for 2008-2009:
· TRIP TO THORPE PARK (29th October)
A diocesan trip has been organised for the Wednesday of half-term week, 29th October.  The cost is £28, and it is open to anyone at secondary school (plus DYC members over 18 as assistant leaders).

· EPIPHANY/NEW YEAR MASS (Saturday 3rd January, 6.00-8.00pm at Poringland)

This will retain last year’s format: Mass, followed by hot food around a bonfire and fireworks.  It is for young 
people who have been confirmed.  Further thought needs to be given to present-giving.  Have candles at Mass 
as last year.  Rope lights might help visibility near the fire.  The fireworks were good (just a few minutes more?).
· ICE-SKATING IN NORWICH & PETERBOROUGH (Spring half-term week)

Hamish will ponder the possibility of having two ice-skating events, one in Norwich and one in Peterborough, 
on different days of half-term.

· WALK TO WALSINGHAM (Monday 4th May)

On the lines of the 2008 May Bank Holiday walk to Walsingham for World Youth Day, with walkers joining 
the Diocesan Pilgrimage Mass, it was suggested that this might become an annual event, replacing the 
‘Hobble with the Bishop’. Money raised might be divided between the Diocesan Youth Fund, and  
Cambodia/the Holy Land.
· KARTING (Summer half-term week) – perhaps in Swaffham rather than Ipswich 
· THE BIG ONE (Sunday 12th July at St Benedict’s School)
· DIOCESAN YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO TAIZÉ (25th July – 3rd August)
DIOCESAN YOUTH MISSION TEAM: Hamish invited all DYC members to see themselves as people who could help with the work of the team, in schools and parishes.
NATIONAL YOUTH SUNDAY: The theme for this year’s National Youth Sunday (23rd November) is ‘Live Sustainably’. Materials are available at www.reclaimthefuture.org.uk   This fits well with our diocesan theme for 2009, which is ‘Care for God’s creation’.  We hope to get young people involved with this.
CAMBODIA TRIP: Before and after Mass, Heidi Barham and Lizzy Entwistle reported on their recent trip to Cambodia, with many photos.  Several people are hoping to go to Cambodia in 2009, including Louise Ramsey, Lissi Schwarz and Greta Pells.

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE: Hamish is to discuss with Fr Paul Maddison the possibility of a second attempt at a youth pilgrimage to the Holy Land, perhaps in 2010.
LETTERS RE JUSTICE: Those present signed letters to the President of Algeria and the Algerian Ambassador to London regarding sentences given to relatives of people who have disappeared in their country, simply for taking part in peaceful marches to highlight the disappearances.
After MASS together, PIZZA was consumed by all!  
NEXT MEETING:  Sunday 9th November 2008
