These are some of Bishop Michael's photos of the Di  ocese of East Anglia
group in Townsville and Sydney for World Youth Day
(5th-23rd July)

ON HOLY GROUND

The Paluma Range

Bishop Michael and 84 young pilgrims were away from the 5th to 23rd July in
Australia for World Youth Day. The 84 young pilgrims from East Anglia spent the
first week in Townsville (Queensland), a diocese which has put much thought
into how we can better be God's stewards in caring for God's gift of Creation. The
group spent Wednesday 9th July at the Catholic Education Centre on the
Environment at Paluma, high up in the mountains in the rain forest. The day
included reflection on Catholic teaching on the environment, as well as fun
activities in the forest. All of this will feed well into East Anglia's diocesan theme
for next year: "Let the many coastlands be glad!" - being God's stewards in
caring for creation. As we were reminded in Paluma, our planet earth is holy
ground - and our God-given home. This is something understood and strongly
affirmed by the indigenous people of Australia.

We will have to do something about the carbon footprint we have left in getting to
Australia in the first place, but hopefully all the young people going there - not
only those from East Anglia - will return home with a greater commitment to
being God's co-workers in his ongoing work of creation.



FRIDAY 11th JULY

An action-packed day, moving from the Billabong Sanctuary in the morning, to an
aboriginal cultural centre, aguarium and museum in the afternoon.




Friday 11th




Friday 11th




Friday 11th

And yes, in case you were wondering, these 'days in the diocese’, preparing for
the main World Youth Day events, included prayer. Friday evening concluded
with a Service of Reconciliation



SATURDAY 12th JULY

Only one picture today, because the East Anglian group went out on two
community service projects, one with deprived children, and another with older
people, while Bishop Michael was involved in a discussion group on ecumenism
and inter-religious dialogue. In the evening, all the World Youth Day pilgrims in
Townsville were guests at a BBQ laid on by the Diocese of Townsuville. It was a
great evening, and the East Anglians gave a lead at the disco! All attempts to get
the bishop to join in failed miserably.




Sunday 13th July

Sunday morning was spent at St Joseph's Church, with Mass followed by tea &
cakes with parishioners. Each pilgrim was presented with a bandana by the

parish, and our pilgrim group presented the sisters with a framed picture of Our
Lady of Walsingham.




Sunday 13th

In the afternoon, all the overseas pilgrims staying in Townsville gathered at the
Cathedral for an afternoon of 'cultural exchange' followed by Evening Prayer.



Sunday 13th

Rachel, the Diocese of Townsville's youth officer, who had put so much work into
the World Youth Day programme, is presented with a picture of Our Lady of
Walsingham for the diocese.



And then to Evening Prayer together, which gave everyone a real sense of what
WYD is all about



Sunday13th

The banner presented by the St Vinny's Craft Ladies Group from Townville



TUESDAY 15th JULY

Monday was spent travelling from Townsville to Sydney, and settling in. On
Tuesday afternoon, around 150,000 pilgrims gathered for the opening Mass
celebrated by Cardinal Pell. East Anglians and indigenous Australians were
among those present.



WEDNESDAY 16th JULY

No pictures today. Bishop Michael and hundreds of other bishops were whisked
off in taxis to give catechesis and celebrate Mass with pilgrim groups across
Sydney. Bishop Michael was with about 500 pilgrims, and talked on 'Who is the
Holy Spirit?'. The Pope arrives in Sydney tomorrow.

THURSDAY 17th JULY

Everyone went off to catechesis again on Thursday morning, and then headed
off to welcome the Pope at Sydney Harbour. The bishops were ferried there
together, and joined the crowd of 150,000. As | headed off with the bishops
processing to the gathering, | was greeted by Brother Alois, the Prior of the Taize
community. Later that evening | headed out of the hotel to join Brother Alois and
the three other Taize brothers for prayer, but as I left the hotel | was delighted to
find the Cambodian delegation (including Fr Pedro, Fr Gabby and Ratana) all
sitting together outside the hotel doors waiting for me to appear! | had been
looking for them all week, seeing only Cambodian flags fluttering in the distance.



The World Youth Day cross is carried in by indigenous Australians






FRIDAY 18th JULY

More catechesis in the morning (the last of three sessions: each morning a
bishop was taken to a group of several hundred pilgrims for teaching, questions
& answers, and Mass). In the afternoon, everyone headed off to participate
prayerfully in the dramatic Stations of the Cross, acted out beautifully across

Sydney.



SATURDAY 19th JULY

The climax of Saturday was the beautiful and inspiring Vigil with Pope Benedict
and 200,000+ young people. There has been a powerful sense of a 'new
Pentecost', a joyful outpouring of the Holy Spirit, during the celebrations. For me,
the highlights of the Vigil were a young Aboriginal woman lighting the candles
accompanied by a song from Taize, and a young deaf woman giving testimony to
her deafness as a gift from God which enabled here to experience the world in a
way different to others.

The two pictures below were not taken by Bishop Michael, but come from the
official WYD website! The first is a picture of the Vigil from above - and the
second of the lighting of the candles



Saturday 19th

Earlier, some of the East Anglians met with members of the Cambodian group,
sharing coffee and smiles together



Saturday 19th



SUNDAY 20th JULY

About 400,000 people gathered at the Randwick Racecourse in Sydney for the
climax of the World Youth Day celebrations - Mass with Pope Benedict at which
he confirmed 24 young people and led us in renewing the gift of our own
Confirmation.

In his homily, the Holy Father spoke directly to the young people present:

"Dear young people, let me now ask you a question. What will you leave to the
next generation? Are you building your lives on firm foundations, building
something that will endure? Are you living your lives in a way that opens up
space for the Spirit in the midst of a world that wants to forget God, or even
rejects Him in the name of a falsely-conceived freedom? How are you using the
gifts you have been given, the 'power’ which the Holy Spirit is even now prepared
to release within you?"

And he announced the next World Youth Day - 2011 in Madrid! The whole WYD
experience has been a wonderful mix of faith and fun. If | wasn't entirely
convinced of the value of such gatherings before, | am now! Sydney is a great
city, and gave us a great welcome - and the thousands of young people brought
the smile of God to the city.

My special thanks to Bishop Michael Putney of Townsville, whose diocese made
us so warmly welcome during our first week in Australia, and to all those involved
in planning and delivering this great event. Warmest thanks also to Hamish
MacQueen, director of our Diocesan Youth Service, and his team for all they
have done to bring over our great group of 84 pilgrims from East Anglia. Once we
have recovered from Australia, we will start thinking about Madrid.



Sunday 20th

The 500 bishops were somewhat in the background for the Mass, and the
400,000 young pilgrims had a better view - as should be! So they will have had
better photos than | did!



